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The Fisherman

St Andrew’s By-The-Lake
United Church of Canada
(East Central Ontario Regional Council (ECORC))

We are a welcoming, relaxed and inquiring Christian faith community,
offering companionship, meaning and hope in the midst of life’s varied
circumstances.

100 years
Of Deep-Bold-Daring

From deep soil comes bold and daring growth.

From the seeds of our past will come fresh new growth.
We marvel at what has been harvested

and prepare for what will come.

We celebrate where we are and

where we have been.

We rejoice with our ancestors in faith

across generations.

We give thanks to God for the blessings of past,
present, and future,

and dare to plant these seeds of faith anew!

Rev. Penny Nelson N

and Rev. Michelle Armstrong




Games Afternoon!

Come One, Come All to St. Andrew's By The Lake United Church
on Saturday, May 3, 2025 from 1:30-4:30 pm.
Drop In.

Featuring:
UNO, Crokinole, Mexican Trains, Rummikub, Scrabble.
Feel free to bring games as well.
Play a familiar game or try a new one.

Refreshments Available - Free Will Offering

What's On at Gt. Andrew’s. . .

While Reverend Christine is on Administrative leave, the Worship Committee
is arranging for supply ministers and organizing the services.

The Church and Society Committee are updating the congregational list and
making pastoral care telephone calls. As well, they are planning a games after
noon, see above.

The Property Committee is seeing to the replacement of the front doors.
On April 27, there will be Potluck Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.

Plans are being made along with 7 other churches for a joint service on June 8
to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the United Church.

Youn cenumitiees and Council e busy!!




This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the formation of the United Church of Canada. There will be many events
across the country through the year. Anniversaries are a time of celebration, remembrance and reflection. In this Spring Issue
we share a piece in which two women recall their experiences as minister’s kids at the time of Union and another piece in which
Fran describes her father’s contributions to the early life of St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake.

Thank you to Anne Aston for retrieving these from our church archives.

Remembering June 1925 in Paisley, Ontario

In June, 1925, our United Church was born, complete with much rejoicing, and some pain. We,
Jean McCuaig Smith, aged 13 and Frances McCuaig Fellows, aged 11, remember vividly the day of
the voting.

Our father, Hugh McCuaig, was minister of Knox Presbyterian Church in Paisley, Ontario,
obviously a predominantly Scottish community. That was an exciting time for our family, our
church, and for all Presbyterians, and Methodists, and Congregationalists. We heard a lot about the
advantages of church union, since Dad in spite of his Scottish background, was a proponent of un-
ion. The fact that Mother had been a member of Sydenham St. Methodist Church in Kingston may
have had something to do with it.

When some of our school mates avoided us, we children experienced a taste of the strong convic-
tions this controversy evoked.

On the day of the vote in Canada, our imposing church with its high steeple was the Paisley polling
booth for both Methodists and Presbyterians. All day the voters climbed the high steps up to the en-
trance (not accessible to the handicapped then). Cars were driving voters just as they do at elec-
tions. One driver let an elderly lady out alone and off he went. Dad rushed to help her up the stairs,
and he was there to help her down. As she was getting out of the car, the driver was disappointed to
hear her say, “Thank you, I voted for the gentleman, and union.”

In June, 1925, when the Act of Union was passed in Canada, there was joy among the unionists, and
pain felt by steadfast Presbyterians, who continued as Presbyterians in spite of the majority vote. In
the past 75 years, both the continuing Presbyterians and the United Church have worked diligently
to promote Christianity in Canada.

Knox Presbyterian Church in Paisley became a United Church, and Dad wisely moved to Central
Avenue United Church in Fort Erie, a former Methodist one.

Praise be to the many forebears, all across Canada, whose insight and effort gave birth to our United
Church of Canada!

From the Church Archives, written around 2000
Jean Smith and Fran Fellows were members of St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake.

Both ladies died in 2006, and services were held here.
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Reverend Hugh McCuaig

In 1952, Rev. Hugh McCuaig retired from Grace Church, Gananoque and moved
to Kingston. The next year his interest was aroused when he heard that his
daughter Frances had moved to the Reddendale area, where a committee had
already started an interdenominational church. That group was meeting in the
school on Crerar Boulevard under the care of student ministers. With the assis-
tance of Chalmers United Church, the special interest of Dr. Waldo Smith and a
zealous community effort, our St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake came into being in the
early 1950s. Rev. McCuaig was ready and willing to help during our services at
the school or church whenever an ordained minister was needed. Because Dr.
Waldo Smith, our mainstay, was unavailable, Rev. McCuaig preached, led com-
munion, even baptised the first baby in our church, and conducted weddings.

Rev. McCuaig did not use notes when he preached, but he did move in a lively
manner around the pulpit in Founders’ Hall (now Upper Founders’ Hall). Some
members feared that he might fall off the edge of the steps. (At least this kept
their interest during the sermon). God must have been watching over him be-
cause he cheerfully kept upright.

There are many others who had visions for our St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake United
Church and contributed to its foundation.

Frances Fellows, daughter of Rev. McCuaig

Spring

There is no time like Spring,

When life’s alive in everything,

Before new nestlings sing,

Before cleft swallows speed their journey back
Along the trackless track —

God guides their wing,

He spreads their table that they nothing lack, —

Before the daisy grows a common flower . . .

(Christina Rosetti: excerpt from “Spring” public domain)



CAN YOU HELP?

Crystal Springs Manor was incorporated in 1986 when St.
Thomas’ Anglican Church and St. Andrew’s by the Lake United
Church pooled resources in order to access a mortgage to build the ¥
structure. The mission was to provide affordable housing to senior
citizens with low to modest incomes. The building opened in 1989
with 50 units, including 30 units that are rent-geared-to-income.

St. Andrew-St. Thomas’ Senior Citizens Residences Kingston Township Inc. is the official
name of the corporation. Within its bylaws there is a stipulation that 2 representatives from each
church must serve as directors on the Board.

The management company who also acts on the Board is Bendale Property Management.
In addition there is a community representative that completes the board.

One of the St. Andrew’s reps, Sandy Graham, has completed her 3 year term but plans to
stay on until the next Crystal Springs AGM which will be in June of 2025. In the past the nomi-
nating committee has recruited new reps so that St. Andrew’s by the Lake can honour its commit-
ment. In the absence of a nominating committee, church council thought the best course of action
would be to publish this need in the Fisherman. The following is a description of the role of a
Crystal Springs Manor Director:

+ Attend 4 meetings a year: September, December, March and June

These meetings can be virtually via Zoom or in person at either of the churches, or the Bendale
offices on Sydenham Road

Traditionally they are held on Tuesday evenings but board members keep in touch via email and
availability is taken into account so often other evenings are chosen or daytime

. Receive reports from Bendale regarding occupancy and finances

. Participate in decision-making to enhance the experiences of the residents and maintain
responsible fiscal management

. If desired, attend various social events held at Crystal Springs in order to develop a
relationship with the residents and better act in their best interests.

If this looks like something you would like to volunteer for, in order to support the commit-
ments of our church, please contact Sandy Graham: 613-389-8856



From Your Worship Committee

St. Andrew’s by-the-Lake has been invited by Rev. Stephen Ambury, from Cooke’s - Ports-
mouth United Church, and Rev. Michelle Down, from Edith Rankin United Church to join
with their congregations for some special services being held during Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday — Cooke’s - Portsmouth will be hosting a service for all Kingston United
Churches. This service will be at 5:00 pm and includes a small meal. Woven into the meal
will be a liturgy reminding us of the last supper with prayer, song, story, lessons and com-
munion. Since a meal is provided it is necessary to pre-register by email at
cpucevents@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church phone at 613-542-4545.

Good Friday — Edith Rankin will be hosting a service with Rev. Ambury co-officiating. This
service will be at 10:00 am and Rev Ambury is bringing a unique liturgical practice that will
bring you right into the story.

Easter Sunrise — Cooke’s — Portsmouth will be hosting this service and the time is still to be
determined.

This is a great chance to get to know other congregations and share in the spirit of Holy
Week together. Please plan to attend any or all services, as you are able.

The United Church and Me

Or how a little Catholic girl found herself in the United Church of Canada

| grew up as part of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church In Tillsonburg, Ontario. My brother Joe and | at-
tended the separate school next door until we went to a local public high school. Our family attended
mass weekly almost without fail and this was an integral part of our (mostly) happy childhood. My par-
ents were loving examples of Christian life. We had dedicated and friendly priests. Then | went to universi-

ty.

There | became part of the Catholic university Newman House organization and attended services led by
the Catholic chaplain. Again, | had a very positive experience with fellow students. | met a young woman
who wanted to become a priest. There was lots of discussion about the limitations on women as well as
the continuing restrictions preventing married priests. Simultaneously, | was taking various religion courses,
including World Religions, Old and New Testament. The latter two were taught at Queen’s Theological
College.

Maybe you can guess where this is headed?

(continues on following page)


mailto:cpucevents@gmail.com

The United Church and Me (continued)

At QTC | met ministers in training, and their spouses, several of whom became part of my circle of
friends. Several of those candidates were women, although not as many as a few years later. As you can
imagine there was plenty of lively discussions about faith, prayer, how literally to take the scripture . . .

| was intrigued by the varied opinions about Christianity and the life of faith. And surprised, also, by the
variety of personalities and backgrounds among these student ministers. There were jocks, academics, for-
mer teachers, engineers etc. It shouldn’t have been so surprising, but | was young and my stereotypes
were being challenged. | loved the conversations, the community and my new friends.

| attended various other churches through my undergrad years as well as chapel services at Queen’s; |
considered myself no longer Roman Catholic but was still searching.

Then Jim and | started dating. By the time we were married in 1979, | felt part of this church and official-
ly became a member when Jim was the minister at Calvary United Church in Rodney, Ontario. This
church (with its imperfectly human members) continues to face its challenges and its mistakes. It is a place
where | am both free and challenged to grow in faith and love.

Here at St. Andrew’s with its wonderful variety of humans, | feel so fortunate to be part of this church
family. Thank you!

Lowise Potter

Faith, Film, and Fiction
St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake
6:30 - 8 pm, First Tuesday of the Month

If you are someone who enjoys reading novels and/or viewing films, you may be interested in a
group which meets monthly at St. Andrew’s By-The Lake United Church. Faith, Film and Fiction
is a discussion group which looks at the religious and spiritual dimension of a film or novel. Par-
ticipants are welcome to attend one or all of the sessions. Please read the novel and/or view the
film, ahead of our meeting, and then join us upstairs in the Danny Garrah Room 6:30 — 8 pm.

May 6 Laetitia Colombani, The Braid 2017
(Director — Laetitia Colombani Film 2023
June 3 Bonnie Garmus, Lessons in Chemistry 2022




‘I made You wonderfiul!”
Psalm 139: 1-18

World Day of Prayer 2025

March 7
ou Wonderful®
Psalm 139:14
. $ ‘ -
About the artists and artwork

Tarani Napa and Tevairangi Napa are a Mother-Daughter
artist team from the Cook Islands. They feel honored to have
been able to share this piece of artwork, “Wonderfully Made”,

in recognition of their love for their home, their faith and, WORLD DAY OF PRAYER | MARCH 7, 2025
and their heritage.

¢ In partnership with World Day of Prayer International

This year’s World Day of Prayer Service was prepared by the WDP committee of the Cook Islands.

Kia Orana! This greeting was used throughout the service. It is a M&ori greeting which expresses good
wishes for the person you are greeting:

“May you live long and may you live well. May you shine like the sun. May you dance with the waves.”

The first in a series of videos welcomed us to the Cook Islands through the arresting sights and sounds of
waves rolling up on an island beach. This served to bring us quietly into an atmosphere of worship. Simi-
larly, Cook Islands women were also enabled to share their faith in instrumental music and song at differ-
ent points in the service through the use of this technology.

In our area, the members of the local churches were invited to Edith Rankin United Church to worship
together. Various women from our local faith communities led the service, reading prayers, scripture and
personal stories of Cooks Islands. Each story described life and faith experiences of a particular woman.
Those attending also enjoyed singing of several congregational hymns. It was a moving amd enriching
service.

The service was followed by a time of fellowship and refreshment. Our hosts at Edith Rankin offered a
beautiful array of fresh fruits and prepared foods for our enjoyment. Thank you to all who helped in pre-
paring the service and our delicious refreshments.

“For almost a century, the World Day of Prayer ecumenical movement has
been led by women in 150 countries. Each year we stand in solidarity with
each other through our prayers and actions. Our offering today is part of our

common vision to improve the lives of women and children around the
world.” (from the service)
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The United Church of Canada

TH

10:30 AM Service of Worship
Crossroads United Church
690 Sir John A Macdonald Blvd

Guest preacher:

The Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey

Celebrate the 100" Anniversary of the United Church of Canada on June 8, 2025
In person with 7 other local United Churches
At Crossroads United Church at 10:30 a.m.
Guest speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey
Mass choir, bell choir, Cake and refreshments

Join people of other local churches as we celebrate together

A National church service will be streamed from Gower Street United Church in St
John’s, NL that day as well.

Watch for more information in the weeks ahead!



oly Week Services

Palm Sunday 10:00 am

April 13 Rev. Drew Strickland

Maundy Thursday Cookes-Portsmouth United Church
April 17 5:00 pm

(small meal, service with Communion; preregister details on page 6)

Good Friday Edith Rankin

April 18 10:00 am

Easter Sunrise Cookes-Portsmouth
April 20 Time to be determined.
Easter Service 10:00 am

April 20 Ruth Wood

Happy Easter!

St Andrew’s By-The-Lake United Church of Canada

1 Redden Street Kingston Ontario K7K 4K7 Tel. 613-389-8082 Fax. 613-389-6543

www.standrewsbythelake.ca Email: standbtl51@gmail.com also on Facebook
Minister: Reverend Christine Sloan

Music Director - Barbara Szarek; Chair of Church Council - Carolyn Bond, The Fisherman - Louise Potter




