
  

 

 

 

 St Andrew’s By-The-Lake  

United Church of Canada  

(East Central Ontario Regional Council (ECORC)) 

We are a welcoming, relaxed and inquiring Christian faith community, 

offering companionship, meaning and hope in the midst of life’s varied  

circumstances.  

 

Church suppers and teas had been staples of 
church life since long before I can remember. But I will 
share a few memories from my relatively short life in 
the United Church of Canada.  

For Jim and I, our first church suppers together 
were in Cape Breton. Jim began as an intern at St. 
Ann’s Bay Pastoral Charge. This charge consisted of 
three churches, at the North Shore, Englishtown and 
North River Bridge where we lived in the manse. Some 
of the food was  typically Scottish and coastal in many 
ways. Oatcakes, lobster rolls and gallons of tea were 
often on offer. Funeral lunches consisted of little sand-
wiches, pickles and sweets– which seems to have been 
almost universal and not limited to Cape Breton or the 
Maritimes. 

We all benefitted from the excellent cooking 
and baking at church events and home visits. It was a 
common experience for Jim to have stopped in for a 
visit and be offered tea. But tea usually meant sand-
wiches, pickles, oatcakes and a plate of assorted sweets, 
all while the hostess was apologetic that she hadn’t got 
her baking done! Then there was the tea, always strong 
and kept hot on the stove with extra hot water and tea 
bags added through the day.   

After a visit like that, Jim often did not have 
much of an appetite at suppertime. 

And to get back to church occasions, when tea 
was served, someone came around with a big pot, and 
since it was strong, milk was already in the tea—you 
only needed a bit of sugar if that was your preference. 

I must confess that we were often spoiled as the 
minister and family, with plates of  food to take home 
from various church events. This was true of every 
community in which we lived. We lived in 3 church 
communities in 3 different provinces. They each had 
their own take on cooking and baking. But the food was 
equally delicious and the people were more than kind 
and generous.  

 
Once we moved to Rodney in Southwestern On-

tario, several members brought us fresh produce — 
 

 
 

 — from carrots, potatoes, fresh corn to a rope 
of garlic from a family with Hungarian roots. 

Like many families, our kids had to deal with 
the disappointment of Mum’s baking being intended for 
a church event! But they did not suffer, I assure you. 

In Lennoxville, Québec while there was a decid-
edly Québecois influence in people’s taste for tourtière 
at Christmas,  (and poutine, sugar pie etc.) we were liv-
ing in an English enclave so the influences were decid-
edly mixed. All these were on offer at the Christmas 
Bazaar and Turkey Supper! 

But if you did not go to a church supper, there 
was always the Bake Sales. While we made contribu-
tions, we always bought more than we had donated, 
wanting to enjoy the things that I didn’t make, like 
homemade fudge.  

Universal truths — there was aways wonderful 
food and wonderful community whether you were at-
tending the event or working on the team that made it 
happen!. 

 
Fall 2025 

Church Suppers, Teas, and Other Culinary Delights 

Enjoying the best of both worlds, guests enjoy-

ing tea, coffee and sweets at the table, while 

baking, preserves and more are there tempting 

them to take something delicious home from St. 

Andrew’s! 
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FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARY 

MODERATORS OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  

        Books about and books by former Moderators 

 

The Moderator of the United Church of Canada is the most senior elected official within the United Church.  He 
or she may be a lay person or a member of the Order of Ministry and is elected to a three-year term by commis-
sioners attending the church’s triannual General Council.  To date four Moderators have been lay persons – 
Robert Baird McClure, Anne M. Squire, Marion Best and Mardi Tindal.  At the inaugural meeting of the United 
Church in June, 1925, Rev. George C. Pidgeon of the Presbyterian Church was elected the First Moderator of the 
new church.  The current Moderator is Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath who was elected to the office at the 45th General 
Council and installed on August 11, 2025. 

The Church Library has a number of books written by former Moderators and/or biographies of Moderators.  
Each Moderator has brought their own special gifts to their leadership role within the Church.  Their stories are a 
very interesting “read”. 

 

 Dr. Robert McClure (born 1900) was a medical missionary who was raised in China 
where his father was a doctor. After qualifying in Canada as a physician and sur-
geon, Dr. McClure returned to China and spent the first 25 years of his medical life 
there.  Later he employed his surgical skills among the Palestinian refugees in Gaza 
and then spent 13 ½ years in India.  He “retired” in 1967 and was elected the first 
lay Moderator of the United Church of Canada in 1968.  When his term of office 
was over in 1971, Dr. McClure became active again and took his surgical skills to 
Malaysia, Peru, Zaire and an indigenous community in BC. This remarkable man’s 
biography by Scott Munroe is in two volumes in the Library. 

  

 McClure: the China Years of Dr. Bob McClure, a biography, vol.1 (c1977) 

 McClure: Years of Challenge, vol.2 of a biography (c1979) 

 

 

 Lois Wilson was described as an indefatigable campaigner of the “social gospel”, 
bringing the church to the wider community through innovative programs of public 
participation.  She expressed a desire to build bridges across divisions in the human 
family. She was also a keen Canoeist and a Feminist.  Lois Wilson was the first 
woman to be elected Moderator of the United Church of Canada.  She also served as 
President of the Canadian Council of Churches and as President of the World Coun-
cil of Churches. From 1998 to 2002, Lois Wilson served as a Senator. 

  

 Turning the World Upside Down: a memoir by Lois M. Wilson (c1989) 

 Streams of Faith by Lois M. Wilson (c2006) 

             Feisty and Fearless: glimpses into the life of Lois M. Wilson                                                      
    by Janice L. Meighan (c2014) 

 

 

Robert B. McClure 

23rd Moderator (1968-1971) 

Lois M. Wilson 

28th Moderator (1980-1982) 
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   Sang-Chul Lee was the first Asian/Canadian Moderator.  Because of many years of 
political upheaval in the Far East, Sang-Chul Lee, a Korean, was a refugee several 
times over when he came to Canada.  He has written the following – “my prayer is 
that my becoming Moderator of the United Church of Canada may be seen as a 
symbol, however insignificant, of God’s all-inclusive purpose, a small glimmer of 
hope that our church, our country and our world can succeed in living in unity, in 
peace, and with justice for all according to God’s will and wisdom”. 

  

 The wanderer: the autobiography of a United Church Moderator by Sang-Chul 
Lee and Erich Weingartner (c1989) 

 

 Bill Phipps graduated from Osgoode in 1965 and was ordained in 1969.  He was a 
fierce advocate for environmental and social justice.   In 1986 he moved to Edmon-
ton to work in church administration.  While there he took advantage of opportuni-
ties to learn from indigenous peoples.  He attended the Dene National Assembly in 
1987. In 1998, Rt. Rev. Bill Phipps delivered a second apology to our indigenous 
peoples aimed mainly at the residential school survivors and their families. The 
1998 apology acknowledged the pain caused by “this cruel and ill-conceived system 
of assimilation”. 

  

 Cause for Hope: humanity at the crossroads by William Phipps (c2007) 

 Appendix D includes both the 1986 and the 1998 apologies to First Nations peo-
ples. 

 

 David Giuliano earned a Master of Theology from Queen’s.  While he was studying 
in Kingston, David and his wife Pearl formed ties with St. Andrew’s By-the-Lake.  
Following graduation, David moved to Marathon, Ontario where he still lives.  Ac-
tive in community development, David was the founding chairperson of several 
groups including a regional restorative justice program, a food bank and thrift store 
co-operative, a school community council, and an anti-racism committee.  Shortly 
after his election as Moderator, David Giuliano discovered that his cancer had re-
turned.  His book, It’s Good to be Here: stories we tell about cancer is a deeply 
personal account of his more than twenty year journey with cancer.  

 

 It’s Good to Be Here: stories we tell about cancer by David Giuliano 

  

 David Giuliano has also written two books for children and parents. 

 The Alligator in Naomi’s Pillow (c2010)   

 Jeremiah and the letter e (c2012)   

 

                    These and many other interesting books are on the shelves in the Church Library.  
Stop by and have a look and perhaps borrow a book or two. 

       Anne Aston 

Rev. David Giuliano 

39th Moderator (2006-2009)        

Rev. Bill Phipps 

36th Moderator (1997-2000)        

Sang-Chul Lee 

32nd Moderator (1988-1990)       
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In the Winter of 1981 my wife Els, baby Rhea and I decided to go for a visit with some 

good friends of ours. We were living in an old farm house near Campbell’s Bay, Qué-

bec, and our friends, Tod and Sue, lived about ten kilometres away in another old farm 

house just north of Shawville. But let me go a few months back in time. . . 

    

 Old farmhouses were very trendy in the 70’s and 80’s. We had rented the farm-

house in the early spring and it needed a lot of work to make it suitable for a growing 

family. Els was pregnant with our first child, expected mid Aug. and I got right to work. 

The house had no heating or plumbing so I had my work cut out for me. The landlord 

had agreed to buy the necessary materials if I agreed to doing all the labour. I had far 

more time than money so that was going to work out fine. There was already a well 

with good water and a hand pump but that was not quite what we needed. I first dug 

a trench from the well to the house about 6 feet deep for about 20 yards and discov-

ered I had to punch a hole through a 24 inch stone wall foundation to access the par-

tial dugout basement under the house.  

 We decided to use a main floor bedroom off the kitchen for the new bathroom 

and installed a hot water tank, bathtub with shower, toilet and sink. It looked quite 

professional if I do say so myself. My friend Tod, who was a carpenter, helped design 

and build the kitchen counter, sink and cupboards. Remember that 24 inch stone wall 

foundation? The water had to go back out again to my hand dug cedar post septic 

tank. This is, after all, rural Québec; building inspectors don’t need to know every-

thing.  And so it was that just as the second coat of paint was almost dry, Rhea decided 

to be born on Aug. 20, which just so happened to also be my father’s birthday. 

  

 I had converted the large summer kitchen into an upholstery shop. Along with 

learning the ropes and responsibilities of fatherhood I was also trying to build up a rep-

utation as the new local upholsterer. 

Campbell’s Bay Chronicles 
By Ralph Thompson 

In this account from his memoirs, Ralph Thompson shares a story of the challenges of living in an old 

farmhouse in 1980’s rural Québec. Through DIY  plumbing and an old cookstove and hair raising winter 

roads, there were also joys. It all culminates in gratitude. 
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As Fall approached, I realized that although I hac suc-

cessfully solved the plumbing issues in our new home, I 

had not given much thought to the heating. I placed an 

ad in the local Shawville Equity newspaper for a wood 

cook stove and was soon rewarded with a great reply. A 

local farmer had an old Findley Acorn cook stove in the 

shed which had a large firebox and was reasonable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was perfect! A local welder fixed the brackets and firewood in rural Québec is plenti-

ful. The house chimney was in good repair so all we needed was some stovepipe to fin-

ish the job.    

Winter came upon us. The plumbing didn’t freeze up too often. The wood stove threw 

almost enough heat if you stoked it at least once in the night. Even the upholstery busi-

ness was bringing in almost enough to pay the bills. Rhea was so cute and perfectly de-

lightful she could break her dad’s heart with just a smile.   

   So we boosted the old Econoline van, dressed up Rhea in her snow suit, put her in the 

car seat, unattached, between the van seats and headed over to visit Tod and Sue with 

their little family. We had a great visit, had a beer or two, talked children, food, work, 

sports etc. and then it was time to go. The stoves needed stoking and it was starting to 

rain, freezing rain!  

  We’d already had lots of snow so the back roads were snow packed with rather high 

banks on the side. Having been raised in the Lake Huron snow belt area north of Lon-

don Ontario, I was used to this kind of snow. But now the freezing rain was making the 

snow covered roads quite treacherous. As we crested a small rise in the road I noticed 

the railroad tracks at the bottom of the hill. Trains used that track maybe once a week 

servicing mostly the pulp and paper industry. I could see the engine rounding the bend 

and my mind immediately did the calculations. I touched the brakes. Nothing! Glare ice. 

Rhea was sleeping so peacefully in her car seat on the floor between us and Els had a 

look of sheer panic on her face. I aimed the truck at the snowbank on my right. Every-

thing seemed to be happening in slow motion. The front of 

the truck struck the bank at about a 45 degree angle and 

stopped but the rear of the truck swung around and we start-

ed sliding down the hill backwards. The van came to rest 

within a few yards of the tracks just as the caboose cleared the 

road. Rhea was still asleep. 

  We drove home in silence, stoked the fires, prepared supper, put Rhea 

to bed, and spent the evening being thankful for our blessings. 

 

Campbell’s Bay Chronicles continued 
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Summer is past — Fall has arrived! 

At our September council meeting we were reminded that while summer had its times of relaxa-
tion and refreshment it was also a busy time at our Church building. We were closed for services 
from mid July to mid August and during that time, the exterior doors were removed and 
new ones installed. In addition, our custodian, Gary Warren spent many hours redoing 
the floors in Centennial Hall and other areas. Weekly groups continued to use our vari-
ous spaces throughout the summer. The council members continue their focus on the 
maintenance and operation of the life of St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake.  

The Finance Committee has launched a fundraiser for $5000.00 to offset some of the 
costs of the new doors. A poster with a thermometer is in the front hall and the growing 
contributions are marked in red!  

The Church & Society Committee reported on several items. Thanks to Marg Arpin, the Fel-
lowship Hour & Bell Ringing lists are posted in the kitchen. (Unfortunately the rope for the bell 
fell off, so bell ringing is suspended until further notice.) It is also the time of year when we re-
new our Broadview subscriptions; you may make arrangements with Amy.  United Church cal-
endars are being ordered soon. There has been a sign-up list but if you missed that, please con-
tact Amy.  

 

Church & Society also held a Lunch & Learn on September 28 
following the service with  a speaker from the Kingston Youth 
Shelter to share with us what they are all about. Ana Santos, is a 

caseworker whose focus is on Family Mediation and prevention diversion. Those who were pre-
sent, enjoyed a lunch and had an opportunity to meet Ana 

Following lunch, Ana shared some of her own background as well as describing some of her 
work at the centre. There is a great need for shelter for homeless youth, who need various kinds 
of support in addition to finding permanent and safe housing. 

Many questions were asked about the shelter and how it works. It acts as a shelter  for youth 
aged 16– 24, as well as providing opportunities for Family Mediation and links to other support 
services in areas of education and mental health.  Also there are social activities offered there.  

Ana was able to answer the many interested questions that followed her initial presentation. A 
free will offering was collected and a donation will be made to the Kingston Youth Centre on be-
half of St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake. Thank you so much to the members of Church and Society 
for their efforts in planning and producing  this event. 

Our thanks go out to members of the Worship Committee who have continued their hard work 
ensuring that we have lay or ordained worship leaders for Sunday services during  Rev. Chris-
tine’s absence. 

Council members have been working on holding other events for church and community mem-
bers. Stay tuned! 

 Louise Potter Council Secretary  
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Faith Film, and Fiction 2025 - 2026 

St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake 

6:30 - 8 pm, First Tuesday of the Month 

 

If you are someone who enjoys reading novels and/or viewing films, you may be interested in a group which meets 

monthly at St. Andrew’s By-The Lake United Church. Faith, Film and Fiction is a discussion group which looks at 

the religious and spiritual dimension of a film or novel. Participants are welcome to attend one or all of the sessions. 

Please read the novel and/or view the film, ahead of our meeting, and then join us upstairs in the Danny Garrah 

Room 6:30 – 8 pm. 

October 7 Jonathan Auxier, Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster  2018                      
                       

November 4 Good Will Hunting   (Director – Gus Van Sant) Film 1997 
                    

December 2 Eddie Jaku, The Happiest Man on Earth 2020 
   

January 6 Kim Michele Richardson,   

 The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 2019 

 

February 3 Percival Everett, Erasure 2001 

 American Fiction (Director Cord Jefferson)                                 Film 2023 

 

March 3 Charlotte Wood, Stone Yard Devotional 2024 
   

April 7 Poetry Month (Choose a poem by an author of   

 your choice to share with the group) 

  

May 5 Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day 1989 

 (Director – James Ivory) Film 1993  

 

June 2 Ma-Nee Chacaby with Mary Louisa Plummer,  

 A Two-Spirit Journey (Canada Reads 2025 Winner) 2016  

 

Check these out and decide when you’d like to join for some stimulating discussion. 

 ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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St Andrew’s By-The-Lake United Church of Canada 

1 Redden Street Kingston Ontario K7K 4K7 Tel. 613-389-8082 Fax. 613-389-6543 

www.standrewsbythelake.ca Email:  standbtl51@gmail.com also on Facebook 

Minister:  Reverend Christine Sloan    The Fisherman: Louise Potter 

Men’s Group 

The Men’s Group usually meets at the church on the third Saturday of each month at 1:30 pm at St. 

Andrew’s. 

Prayer Chain  

Prayer requests may be made by leaving a written note in the box provided at the back of Centen-

nial Hall or by phoning either Louise Potter at 613-767-4554 or Marg Arpin at 613-634-4052. 

Names and the specifics of the requests remain confidential among the members of the Prayer 

Chain. 

UPCOMING ISSUES OF THE FISHERMAN 

As we continue to celebrate the 100th Anniversary year for the United Church of Canada, we 
welcome more of your memories of life in this church. With Advent approaching, you might see 
if you can conjure any Christmas memories. Photos are great to accompany a story or on their 
own.  

Important notice. Next year, St. Andrew’s By-The-Lake will celebrate it’s 75th year. Some stories, 
or photos from life in this church are requested for the Spring edition. 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 

Raise the song of harvest home; 

All is safely gathered in, 

Ere the winter storms begin; 

God our Maker doth provide 

For our wants to be supplied; 

Come to God’s own temple, come, 

Raise the song of harvest home.  

 

George J Elvey 1858 

Public domain 


